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Geotimes: Venturing to Venus

Alexandria, VA — What can be gained from a new mission to Earth’s twin planet? In the latest issue of
Geotimes magazine, the mysteries of VVenus are explored.

Venus is closer to Earth than Mars, yet little is known about this inhospitable planet. Its metal-melting
temperatures and extreme pressure make research on the planet difficult, but Venus could hold keys to
Earth’s evolution and future.

Venus Exploration Analysis Group (VEXAG) was formed by NASA in 2005 to outline scientific goals
for future missions to the planet. What technological advances need to be made to get an explorer to
Venus’ atmosphere or even its surface? What research projects will the explorer be expected to do?
Most importantly, what will the findings tell us about Earth? VEXAG is waiting for its opportunity to
send a funded mission to Venus to answer these questions.

Learn more about the history and future of geologic exploration on Venus plus more on planetary
geology, including the latest on the upcoming moon missions and an exploration of Jupiter’s closest
moon, lo, in the latest issue of Geotimes magazine, available now on newsstands and on the Web at
http://www.geotimes.org.

Keep up to date with the latest happenings in earth, energy and environment news by checking out
Geotimes online at http://www.geotimes.org. Published by the American Geological Institute, Geotimes
is your source for news and perspectives on research, technology and policy that affect you every day.
Sign up for E-alerts, our short, weekly e-mails that alert subscribers to new content posted on the
Geotimes Web site, and subscribe to the magazine at http://www.geotimes.org.
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