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Simon Winchester to be Awarded Outstanding Contribution to Public 

Understanding of the Geosciences 
 
Alexandria, VA – The American Geological Institute (AGI) announces that geologist and author Simon 
Winchester will be receiving the 2007 Award for Outstanding Contribution to Public Understanding of the 
Geosciences.  This award, given annually, honors an individual for contributions which lead to greater 
public appreciation and understanding of the role of the geosciences in society.  
 
Winchester studied geology at Oxford and then worked as a geologist in the Ruwenzori Mountains and on 
oil rigs in the North Sea.  He then went on to a successful career writing as a Foreign Correspondent for The 
Guardian.  He has also written for Smithsonian Magazine, The New York Times and National Geographic.  
Winchester has authored several books on geologically important subjects and people including; The Map 
that Changed the World, Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded, and A Crack in the Edge of the World.  
 
In addition to the AGI Public Understanding of the Geosciences award, Winchester has received Britain’s 
Journalist of the Year distinction, and was made Officer of the Order of the British Empire by Her Majesty 
The Queen in 2006.   
 
Winchester will be presented with the Award for Outstanding Contribution to Public Understanding of the 
Geosciences at the Friends of AGI Awards Reception held during the Geological Society of America 
Annual Meeting in Denver, Colorado on October 30, 2007.  
 
The American Geological Institute is a nonprofit federation of 44 geoscientific and professional associations 
that represents more than 120,000 geologists, geophysicists and other earth scientists. Founded in 1948, 
AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a voice of shared interests in the profession, 
plays a major role in strengthening geoscience education, and strives to increase public awareness of the 
vital role the geosciences play in society's use of resources, resiliency to natural hazards, and interaction 
with the environment.  

 


	  

